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FREFACE
The stqdy of the 735th Tank Battalion.in the reduction

cf MITL was selected by this group of officers as an example of
the use of tenks in the supvoort of infaniry in an assaulg_on é
fortified area. An essentially infantry action was chosen as a
typicai exemple of this role in World War Ii in order té iilustrate
fhe different uses of the supporting tanks and their limitatiens,

" The compilation ef the forces engaged in this operation
shfys-a large infantry force supported by many tanks. At first
glance this indicates a fertile field for research in tank-
infantry action, however close examination will disclose that re-
latively few'éxamples of tank-infantry action in the reduction.of'
METZ actually occur, Most of the tank units were utilized in
the wide double envelorment,. which though it contributed to the
fall of METZ, was not an actual tacticai assault against the
fortresses, Detailed study of the records indicates that only

the 735th Tank Battalion was utilized in this role of close. sup-

port in the MEITZ area,

The committee wishes td emphasize that this report like
most historical studies cannot hope to exhaust the subject, and
that it is subject to errors of omission, The tremendous ob-
stacle faced by all research workers was forcefully brought home
to this.committee. Men in the rush of preparations and the heat
of battle have slight inclination and little time te record their
unitls acticn; henqg the dearth ef informétidn iﬁ unit histories
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end after action reports, Veterans forget or lose interest as
shown by the fact that of 25 questionnaires submitted to former
meﬁbers of the T735th only two answers were received,

A major contribution was made to this work by Major Max

0 Tyler, who was stationed at Fort Knox during the periocd of re-

search, During the MI_E}TZ on;afation Major Tyler was the Bxecutive
Officetr of the T35th Tank Battalion, Due tS'his diligence in |
keeping a detailed account of the day-by-day actions of all ele- -
ments of his unit and his whole-hearted cocveration with this |

comml ttee, we were able to make 2 permenent record of much

detall which has not previously appeared in print,

Acknowledgement 1s aleo zede to Mrs, Kermit R, Mason for
her untiring efforts in doing the major part of_the typégraphical
work on this report, |

Tﬁe committee iillvfeél that its efforts have been

amply rewarded if this report ccntributes in some part to the

gtudy of combined arms teams,

ii1



Chapter

1

7

8

TABLE OF CONTENTS -

INTRODUCTION ..o o o ¢
History of METZ , . .,

L

The 8it0 s. e e .o v «
General Organization ,
@uter Defense of METZ:
Quter Belt of Forts
Strategic Picture , ..

e & e e » &
v.

* e . -0 * * .9
*® & e & & & o
.o “« e o o @ o
. . ¢ e o a4 o
® o o -D * .
L . . * L d . V'O
T‘,- » . e e L
3 " . e o o

L4 » . . L] L] ..

¢ & » o & .

U\TITHISTORIES AT I A SV O R DL U TR TR R SR B
History of 735th Tank Battalion ¢« o s e v s
History of 5th Infantry Division Reinforeced

ENEMY SIT'UATIOI.\f LN N L FRT T T S S S S

Sth DiViSion Fr@_n‘b S s 4 s o s s e s s e s .
THB PLAN FOR ATTACK o s 4 o o v o s p o o o s
.}DC COI’pS Plan ® e o ¢ & . % 4 5 s o % o s &
5th Infantry Division Plan , , v o o o » ¢ &
'Summary ® * e 0 s s e e s 8 6 o+ » b+ v e e ¢

DEPLOYMENT AND INITIAL PHASES OF THE ATTACK
ThGProblem..'....;,,,-....
Launching the Attack , 4 4 o o o o o o o & &

ADVMCETOT}ECIH L I I R . Y I Y 8
Actions of the 2d Regimental Combat Team
(9-20 November 19uk),
Actions of the 10th Regimental Combat Team
(13-20 Wovember 19LL)
Actlons of the 11th Regimental Combat Team
(15-20 November 19)4)+)

FALL ov THE FORTS (20-30 November 94y , ., .

SU\MMARYQQQooqnqoq‘.'gouoooo

WMDIOES.,fp...,'.,,o,,.,.,,

I
11,

1II.

Iv,

Ord.erofBa‘btle.......--..--
Terrain Analysis of METZ Area , , s o e ok
Plans and Orders (¥O,No,.12 Hq, XX Corps,)
Ma:,DSQ"OQO.coOOtvtoo'o’
Xe. Yostern Front , , . s e 0 oy

* -0 & »

.. - L L J [ ] » » L L4 - * »

2, XX Corps & 5th Infantry DJ.VJ.Slon Plans .

2 5th Infantry Division Attack on METZ ,

iv

. k] - *

*» @ o *

* ® e o o o @
® % ® * o ®

e o o &

¢ » @

.« ® e e

e e & 8

L]

- . @ . * - .

Page

RUT FWRAN T

N
U1\ NN

ny
\Ne]

W W AN
=t O

& & WY&

=
-\I

48



. CHAPTER 1

PRELUDE TO ATTACK

Iﬁtrqductién

This is the étory»qf‘thé‘nart that the 735tk Tank Batta-
lion played in the redﬁétion of the historic fortresseé in and
surrounding the city of METZ during the period from 1 to 30 Nov;
ember 1944, This study embraces the employment of tanks with
infantry in the étta¢k of a fortified area to'include’the effects
éf'weathér and terrain, fhe techniéue of aséaulting permanent
fortifications, and the organization”for'combat‘of-the_tank;in~

fantry team, Considerable time was spent in studying all avai-

' lable sources on a number of units which actively participated in

the reduction of this~fortified area to determine the unit which

most clearly was illustrative of this situation, After due. con~

sideration it was decided that the 735th Tank Battalion which was
attached to the 5th Infantry Division for the abov; period would
éerve as the most apprOpriate example fo; a study of this nature,
At the outset it became apparent fﬁat the inherent cha-
rdacteristics of firepbwer, shock action, and maneuver of armor
could not be exploited to the maxiﬁﬁm exfent because of extremely
advérse,weather conditions, naturél terrain obstacles, and‘strong-
ly reenfofced mutually supporéing groups'of fortifications which

were organized in depth for all-around defense,

It is the intent of this report to examine in the light
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6f past e¥kperience, the logic of current doctrine regarding
the employment of organic armor within the infantry division,

thereby assisting future commanders in a clearer understanding.

and a more thorough appreciation of the special problems which

may be encountered and the svecific methods which may be utili-

zed to assault and destroy what otherwise might be impregnable

defenses,

History pf’Metz
Reeling back %rom the shattering blows of the XX Corps
offensive, many disorganized units of the German Army were con-—
verging en METZ,. Héfe was the rallying point which might stem
the victorious American tide, Here was the dam which would

surely s£0p the power from acress the sea from invadingithe

‘sacred soil of the Fatherland, To underétaﬁd the esteem and

faith of the Germans for METZ one must lock back into the his~
tory of this fortress.

MBETZ, one of the oldest cities in central Burcpe, dates
back to Celtic times, It had been one of the main bastions of
the Gallic portion of the Rpman BEmopire, Finally in 451 AD the
city was QGVastatéd and occupied by the Huns, whdse feat remal-’
ned unique for ecenturies, TFor despite the.fact that through every
major European war it was one of the strategic peints around
which the'Oppcsing'forqes ﬂlewe@Q never again was it to be taken
by storm until one thousand, four hundred end ninety-three years

later in 1944 AD, This includes attacks by the Germans in 1552,



in 1814 and 1815, end in 1870, In World Wer 1 it wad not attheked
although on the day of the Armistice in 1§18, Ancricen Artillery
was within renge-of the German-held forts surrounding the city,

In the last war it was occupied by the Germans after the surrender -

of the French Government,

The Site
The eity of METZ is virtually surrounded‘by the MOSELLE

River, MOSELLE Canel, ond the SEILLE River, The MOSELLE River

forme one of the finest natursl barriers in Europe, The swift

flowing current. of this ancient river has cut the LOﬁRAINE>P1ab~
éau for centuries forming & notural dresstwork on the abrupt slope

of its western banks., These banks are dominated by hills to the

~east that have been cut sut of the land by the SBILLE #nd NIED
rivers end other tributaries, Throughout the entire area, tho

. 'hills and ridges formed by theso rivers ere stecp nnd heavily

wooded, Upon the .dominating terrain formed by the COnvergence of
these rivers stood the frmous fortifications of METZ,

General Organization

- Full defensive adventage of the dominating terrain wes
taken in the construction of the forts. An imposing double belt
of forts sand fortified groups ringed the neturally fortified city

of METZ, These were carefully and cleverly ecmplaced. There were

‘a ﬁo%al of 43 forts and fortified grours, with 128 artillery

pieces of lerge caliber emplaced around MEYZ proper. The MAGINOT

LIN® fortifications, -the forts around THICNVILLE, and the SIEGIRIZD
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LINE all bie in with the METZ forts.

~Outer Defense of METZ

~The outer defense consisted of 15 forts and fortified

groups forming a complete.cirele, Work on these fortifications

-commenced early in the 18th century under the direction of the

celebrated French engineer,'Bauban; and ‘was not completed until
.1866 uﬁder Napoleoﬁllll. ~All were designed to withstand any
ordnance or infantry assault known up.to that tiﬁe, The‘French
Army Engineers were of the oﬁinion, which théy still maintained
in 19MO! that these venerable forts were not capable of recei-
ving.thekheavy concrete structure necessary for hea&y guns, It
was decided in 1939 by the French artillery commander that the
first ring of forts was_ofbno great military importance despite
its natural position and that the forﬁs would be useful only as
observation posts for infantry,

However, in 1940 when the Germans took possession of the
area they felt that the dld forts were still useful and were worth
improving, So with typical Teutonic theroughness, they immediately
put their TCDT Organization to work improving and modernizing,

Naturally as the Nazis swept over Burope and &frica, the
need for strong defensive belts seemed over and work én fhe forts
lagged; not, however, before old FORT ST, QUENTIN on the west
banks of the MOSSELLE had been imp;cved and modernized including
the installation of a radio station as a military signal center,
This érea was further.improved by work on its two supporting

forts, GIRARDIN and DIOU built on adjaecent hills, ingeniously



linking them with ?ORT ST. QU“NTIN by a serles of supnortlng
buikers, plllboxes, nrmored ebserVatlon posts, heavmly reen~
foreced cesemates, mlnbflelds and a trench system that extended
complotely around the military crest of the hlll Two 210 mm
guns were brought to FORT s, QUENTIN ond installed comiete
with a v protective, modern, revolving steel observation post
Caves were dug into the side of the hill and roanforcod w1th
concrete to protect thesge roving ﬂrtlllerv picces when not in
use.' The remaining twelve forts.were made more useful by incor-
porating extensive, deliberate field fortifications into their‘u

defense plan,

‘Outer Belt of Forts

'If METZ is envisioned as a hub, one can see tho first

‘ring of forts as a small dismeter out from. thc hub, Bcyond this

" 1s the socond commlete outer belt of 28 forts and fortified groups

located on the rim of a wheel of hills with a radius of six miles
from~the hub, METZ, This belt was -comvosed of nermanent fortLa
fications built by thé Germans after 1871 snd COWplCtod in’ the

year 1912, These forts were primarily fortified ﬂﬁnllery poe

itions in contrest to the inner belt, whose forts wore primarllJ

infantry strongroints, therefore the close dofense of the forts

was desigrod around externel positions set up quite a distance

‘from the forts for small arms and direct fire automatic woapons
furqlshlng all arownd securlty. Deoﬁ‘moa+s surrounding cach fort

or fortified grovp were coverud by 1ntorlock1ng flelds of ﬁutomatlu
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fira.which effeetively barred any infantry crossing,

To protect the gﬁn cmplacements from h;gﬁ veloeity direct
fire weapons the METZ forts were generally underground with thelr
heavy ealiber guns firding from dome—shaped,.revolving steel tur

rets protruding slightly from the suirface of the ground, Tho

various forts in cach grouwp were linked together by undergrouhd

passages to minimize losses from counter-battery artillery fire,

It was estimated that nothing 1essbthan n dircet hig b& a 1C00

pound aerial bomb would cause material demage, It wes planncd

~that in thewent the surface of any position was overrun the

German infantry.would retire to the subterrancen security of the
forts while pra—registgred heavy artillery concentrations made
the position untensble for the attacker on the surface, Surprisc
was prevented by the deployment of the German infantry as for out
o8 possible from the forts,

| The forts hnd been left in good condition by the Cermans
in 1918 =nd had throughout-fhe intervéning years becn kept in
excellent ropalr by the Frencﬁ._ Baczh one of the outer ring of
forts was composed of a main fort in the center with two or three
smaller reserve forts, bettories, or cagemates, Each fort or
group accommodated 2,000 4o 3,000 men, Each battery required a
crew of 150 to 200 men, The communications system of the entire
belt was excellent, ERach fort had either dircct communications
with cther forts or indirect.comminicaticns with all the others
thiough a2 centrel exchange in METZ,

The string of seven minor forts, nicknemed "The Seven



Dwerfs" by XX Corps, "connected the two fortified groups, JEANNE

DVYARC #nd DRIANTQ’ These seven minor forts‘wqre intended by tle

Frerch only as infantry positions, however the Germans had pleced

-

one 15C mm-howitzor in FORT MARIVAL and had numerous &8 mm anti-
tanks batterics around and in them.
-Another string of four forts protected the approaches

southeast of MBTZ snd ecast of the MOSELLE River, They had no

occupied artillery emplacements but it wes planned to use self

propelled guns in them, These forts were reenforced by & bunker
belt arcund the'outer circuit facing toward thé Germah bdrder.

TORT GUENTRANGE, a part of the fortificetions of »THIQ}L
VILLE, was norﬁhwest of'thét city aﬁd had as a part of its arma—
ment eight 100 mm Frenéh‘guns. Iﬁ had been occupied by thé 9Cth
Infantry Division in its swecp e;st to the MOSILLE River‘in.Sep£~
ember, The Germans left it in good coﬁiition whoen they retired
east of the MOSELLE, ’ |

‘Two fortified areas, resembliné'a fourleaf clover in de-
sign, commanded the bﬁnks‘of the MCBELLE frdm the contrélling.te;.
rain eest of the river abouﬁ'EO mile§ north of MﬁTZ'in the viqinity
of ‘the towns of KOENIGSMACMER end D!ILLANGE for which the fort

wore named,

19 fortified groups of the MAGINOT LINE extending into

: the METZ erca were situated on a rugged ridge thet extended

-diagonally southeast from KOENIGSMACHER toward BOULAX, The

. ¥ETRICH group, 1000 yards north of the old FORT KOENIGSMACHER

with whose system of fire it was tied in, wes the first and
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northernmost fortified group in the MAGINOT LINE east of the

MOSELLE.
This line of fortified groups was construgted with gun

turrets capable of being revolved a full 360 degrees, = Machine

gun emvplacements firing generally east and west deferded the € X

posed sides of the casemates, The automatic weapons ¢f each
casemate were able to form interlocking bands of fire Yecause of

the width of traverse provided, This construction was-lesigned

-to deStroy small assault squads of infantry,that might irfiltrate

en the flanks or to the rear of the gun_positionsge

Strategic Picture

ASSault landings.were made on the NORMANDY coast at
0700 6 June 19H4 by the First US and Second British Amies, The
US forces were onbthe right (west) flank, After initial s%{iff
opposition, the laﬁdingg were linked into a secure beachhéad. By
pressure to the south, the.bridgehead thrbugh the difficult hedge~
row country was enlarged during the month, and the buildup of treops
that were to comprise the Third.Army on the continent was virtually
completed by 25 July 1944, On that date, the First US Army
launched the attack on ST LO which with the aid of strong éir SUp-—

port, pierced the enemy defenses and paced by armored columns,

reached the coast at GRANVILLE on 30 July 1944, The ring which

had confined the Allies to the limits of the beachhead had been
broken, and an opening made for the advance into BRITTANY and

MAYENNE,



At ﬁoon on 1 August‘19uh,fthe 12th! Army group.become
omernti- nﬂl undor the C“W“'n@ of Ge ner%i'hﬁﬁr N Br dloy. _Gen-
erﬂl Cﬂurtnpy H, Hodges ﬁssumedvﬁo mand of thb Tlrst Arny.“. cn-
eral George S Patton commmnded the hlrd AYTY, which lso becane
0por<t1fnfl on 1 August 19&4 on the right (west) flﬂnk of the First
Army,J While the Flrst Army drove the Germen left flank bask against
théfline MORTAIN-VIRY,. the Thifd Army struck southward with cowv—
alry and armor,. sccuring the BRITTANY’ports and olearlng the pcn~
insul The Trlrd Aruy poured troops snd supplies through the
AVRINCHSS gep to the west, southwest snd s@uth, while the Fi;at-A
Ammy continued to widen this bottleneck by swinging the Gerg;g
line b?ck to the scuthesgt about CAZN £s. a pivot Bec USE. of our

A

air SUpremacy, a tfempndaus volume of treffic was flowing throqgh
this narrow corridor and our rapid adv-nces contiﬁued. ,

On BAAugust 1944, the Twelf th Army‘Group issucd Letter
of -Instructions No, 2 which directed th-t the ecrstward advance
be continued to sccure a bridgehoé@ over the EARTHT River in
preperation for a drive to occupy the OFARTRTS Plain, Desp.i’ce
a threat to its lifeline the Third Army cﬁntinued its growth
#nd édvanca‘and-cros sed the SAR”FD south of LJMNNS on 8 Aﬁgust
1944, With the supnly line stretched to the brerking point,
advance beyond the SEINE River could not be continued at the
scale and pace ﬁéintained since lvAugust 1944, On 25 August
1944, Letter of Instructions No. 6 ordered the First Army £
cross the SEINE, énéiréle FARIS end contiﬂué the advance
rapidl& to the hortheast, The Third Arﬁy was to cross the

9



SEINE, advance eastward to the MARNE, be pfenrfed on order to
continﬁe the advence and seizé a bridgehend over the RHINE bo-
tween MANAEIM énd KOBLENYZ, While the Twenty-first Army Group
advanced to the ALBERT Oenal and fought to enlarge their hold
on the SCHELDE River eporoaches to ANTWERP, the Twolfth Army
Group éontinuea the ndvance towerd GERMANY, The Third Army
foached the MOSELLE in‘strength on 6 September 194k, and So
cured two bridgeheadé across the river on § SODtember‘19hM,
one north>of NANCY and the other south of ME_TZ,3

Operations of Trird Army during Sentgnbar‘underwgnt‘
aﬁ abrﬁpt change as the history making vace of the Army!s
August édvance Qaa slowed, making'necessary a type of warfare
considerably different from thet employed during the first 33
davs of continental aotion;l Third Army wa$ not only extremeiy
short of supcvlies as anﬁaftiél result of the unimterrupted
drive to its present location from thc.hraakoup at AVRANCHES,
in wéétefn FRAYCE, but hed been ordered by SHAEF on the 23rd
of Sevtember to take up an "offensive” defense'as a part of
the large~scéle plan for the Allied Winter Cffengive, which
contemplated a main effort to the north,

This general static tacticel situation continued
through Gctgber, with effort concentrated on the building up
of éumpiies,‘the assembly and regrouping of troops, and'ﬁhe
laying of plans in preparation for a new-major offensive to .

drive the enemy behind the RHINE River, Flanning activities

10



inecluded fhe éXecution_of certein limited ovjective operations
to secure a favorable line of erarture, to keep the enemy from
becoming too aggressive, end to give specialized combat exﬁérn
icnce to combat units, XX Corps omerstions against variousl
forts protecting'METZiprovidéd a basis for training of trocps
in assaults on fixed fortifications and served to determiﬁe the
tactical plen for future opgrationstagginst the fortress city
of MITZ, | /.

DeVGIOPments during November saw Third Army go back on

the offensivg,' An operational Directive was issued by 12th

Army Group on 3 November giving instruetions for the resumption

of the offensive, hird Army was ordered to envelop the METZ

defensive works from the north end south and to destroy any en-

emy forces withdrawing from the METZ area; to advance ncrtheast

within the Army zone to seize the MAINZ-FRANKFURT.DARMSTADT aren,

and to be prepered for further offensive actisn to the northeast,

The time cf the atteck wes to be annouﬁce&'later.
The Army Commander issued the follewing plens for XII
and XX Corps:

XII Corns was to advance northesst from the vicinity

of PONT-A-MOUSSCN with 2 minimum of one infantry end one ar-

mored division end seize the rail and road facilitics in the
vicinity of FILKENBERG, In conjunction with XX Corms, it was
to destroy any enemy forces withdrawing from the MBTZ area,

The Qorps was to advance repidly to the northcast to esteblish

11
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a bridgehead east of the RHINE Riﬁer‘within its zone; to
seize the bARMSTAbT'a:ea and.to be prepared for further ad-
vance, |

XX Corms was to contain the MﬁTZ defensive works west
of the MOSELLE River, It was to cross the-MOSELLE Rivéi'in the
vicinity of KOENISGMACFER Wiéh a minimum of one infantry ap&-oﬁe‘
armored Division and seize.rail and road facilities in the vi-
cinity of BOULAY, The Corps was be advance rapidly t§ the north.
east tc establish a bridgehead east of the REINE River within -
its Qone9 seize the MAINZ-FRANKFURT. area and be prepared for

6

further advance,

NOTES FCR CHAPTER 1
lAfter Letion Report, XX Corps 1 Sept 430 Fov Ul; passim

2nThe Reduction of the Fortress METZ", XX Corps Opere~
tienal Report 1 Sept 46 Dec Ul; passim

3R.eport of Operatione (Final After Action Report)
Twelftb Army Group, Vol V, G-3 Section; vpassim

- Yafter Action Report, Thikd Amy, 1 Aug 449 May 45
pbl - |

5110th Armored Division in the SAAR-MOSBLLE Triangle",
Committee 15, Advanced Class 'U8-tLg, page 2

60v. Git, After Action Renort, Third Army, p 99, 123, 124
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- CHAPTER 2
UNIT HISTORIES
The historical backgrownd of the T35th Tank Battal-
ion and 5th Infantry Division are identical from ?he day the

1

735th Tank Battalion was attached to the 5th Infantry Divi-

- sion in NORMANDY on 13 July 19441 This background therefore

will be generally divided into two periods — the fifst con—
sisting of the history of the 735th Tank‘Battalion‘frdﬁ'the.date
of éctivation to date of attaéhment to the-5th Infantéy Divi-
sion, and the second consisting of the history of the 5th In-
fant;y Divisién, reinforced, from the date of its arrivel in
NORMANDY through the assault on METZ in November 19Uk,

Eistery of T35th Tenk Battalion

The 735th Tank Battalion was activated at Fort Lewis,
Washihgton in March 1943, It was organized.as é separate tank
battalion consisﬁing of Headguarters and Headguerters Company,
a Light Tank Company, three Medium Tenk Companies and a Ser-
vice Gompany.2 Training of the unit which commenced immediate-
ly after activation, was limited initielly because of the re-
strigted areas avallable for tank operation at Fort Lewis,

This training consisted mainly of training of.the individual
and crews, Ixtensive training in driving and gunnery was limit-
ed due to lack of facilities at Fért Lewis,

In December 1943 the 735th Tank Battaiion particire-

ted in maneuvers in the area of BEIND, ORBGON, These manecuvers

13



offered the opportunity for the first time  of intensive train- .

ing in cross country driving, field maintenancé, and participa-

" tion in realistic platoon, compahy and dattalion exercises,

On one occasion combined training as a ﬁart of a tank;inféhtry'
team was conducted, It is important to noﬁe that this one
occasion‘was the only training with infentry that the 735th .
Tank Battelion had ever particinated in prior to its commit-
ment in battle, | “

| Upoﬂ.conclusion of thé ORZGON mancuvers ths 735th Tank
Battelion was able to fire its cannon at the artillery range
at YAKIMA, WASHiNGTON. This firing consisted of shoofing.
seventy-seven rounds from each tenk gun, This was the only oc-
casion afforded for the battalipn to fire its major tank arma-
ment prior to combat.3

In Jenuary 1944 the 735th Tenk Bettalion was alerted

for overseas movement to.gha BRITISH'ISZES.'.Prior to its
actual departure it was subjected o the usuesl pre-embarkation
inspection by the Insvector Genefal, This.ingpection as far
as. the potential combat employment of the battalion was concern-
ed, was ‘cursory, It consisted of tﬁe sbservation of a field -
problém drawn up, rehearsed, and executed by the battélioﬁ;
The in5pé;tion'lacked the ﬁsual critical evproach that ié
characteristic of such insvections. 4t no time were indivi-
duals, crews, sections or platoons surveyed to‘determine wheth-

4

er ¢r not they were adequately trained for bdattle,
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In February 1G4l the 735th Tank Battalion departed from
BOSTON with GLASGOW as its destination, Upon arrival the bat-
talion was sent to an area near COVENTR&; where it remained for
‘the ensuing five months, _New tank§ were issued to fhe hatta-
lion wpon its arrival in ENGLAND, Practically no training wag
accompllshed in mHGLAND because of the non-availability of
training areas, The exceptions were tactical drivers training
for cne company at a time for one week on the BAMBERRY golf‘
courée, and 37 mm firing (sub caliber'fof.the 75 mm tank gun) 1in
a rock quarry, During this period in ENGLAND the 735th Tank
Battalion was'inst}ucted to effect liaison with the 5th Infan-
tr& Division because of its anticipated attachment to the 5th
Infantry Division, after the cross channel assaulﬁ. - Con
sequently, one of ficer from each‘company was sent to effect
this liaison while the Hth Iﬁfantry Division was training in
NORTHERY IRELAYD, The state of training of the 735th Tank Bat-
ta11on on the eve of its commltment in NORMANDY was excellent,
and the record shows it reSponded well in battle,

" on & July 19MH the 735th Lank Battalion embarked in
JHGLAND and disembarked in VRALGm on the following day, The
battalion was'lmmedlately attachgd to the lst Infantry Divi-
sion in the vicinity of CAUMONT, Five deys later on 13 July
19Nu, the 735th Tank'Battalioﬁ was relieved from attachment te
the 1st Infantry Division and reattached to the 5th Infantry

Divis-ion.5  From that date on through the assault on METZ the
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history of the 735th Tﬂnk Battalion was s0 closely agssociated
with the hlstory of the 5th Infantry Division, that 1t will be

covered with the history of the 5th Infantry Dlvision, reinfore~

/

ed.

-

History of the 5th Infrntry DivisionL,Reinforced

" tn 9 July 1944, Jﬁst.33.¢ays after D Day, tho combat
elements of the Hth Infantry Division disembarked in NORMANDY.
on UTA¥Y SUGAR RED BEACH, That same day the division walked
five miles to Transit Area B; Nn” the following dey narched
twenty mllgguto the ¢ivision concentration area near MANTEBOURG,

ﬁ@on landing the division has beon assigned to the

United States First Army; and on 11 July 1944 was further as-
signed to V Corﬁs. .

On 12 July 1944 the Kth Inf?ntry Division saw its first
sction in rclieving the lst Infontry Division near CAUMONT, the
left flank of the United States First Army. The ensuing bat-
‘tle wag against some of the toughest units in the German Army -

the 3rd and 5th Perachute Divisions, It was during this battle

that th¢ 5th Infantry Division,‘adequately reinforced with the
735th Tank Baftalion (emong others of its attachments) grew up
to take its place smong tho first great American Divisions
that foﬁght in FRANCE,

On 23 July the British {ook over the CAUMONT scctor
prevaratory ﬁd tﬂé ST 10 breskthrough, On 26 July the 24 In-
fontry Regiment was committed in the attack tc copture VIDOU-

16



v
\) ' |
VILLE., The attéck Jumped off:with infantry sdvancing with
mediun tanks of Company 4, 735th Tank Bsttalion, The objective
was captured at 1330 on 27 July with a loss of two taﬁks and
many personnel casualties. That night the 10th Infantry Regi-
ment_wés committed on the rigﬁt,flank of the 24 }nfantry Regi-~
ment and contingsd‘tﬁelattackgm The f&llowing day the 11th In-
fantry Régiment was released from Corps reserve to join in
the fight; and on the day following the Sth Infantry Division -
advanced, two regiments abreast, for 15 miles, . This was the
'Stﬁ Infantfy'Division,contribution tc the great ST 10 break-
through.

' On Yy August 1944 the division was released from the

‘Flrst Army and as51gned as part of the nuclsus of the Thlrd

Army under Lt. Gen. George S, Patton, This association began
the 5th Infantry Division's rapid advance across FRANGE, With
its attached 735th Tank Battellion and 818th Temk Destroyer Battal-
ion as its armored clements the division developed the mobility-
end étrikingvpower of an armored divisioﬁ. To retain this mobil-
Ity of moving from 50 to 90'miies ver day the infantry regiments
dropoed their kitchen trucks and all unnecessary bﬁéedﬁnenta.'
Duughboys.;ode on everything that moved includiﬁé captured trans.
pdrt. ‘They packed eight to ten soldiers on a\mediuﬁ tapk and
and twelve to fourteen on an M-10 tank destroyer,.

Frdﬁ 7 to 10 August 1944 the Hth Infaﬁtry Division was
engaged in the fight for ANGERS, After a éuick aggressive three-
day dattle the city of ANGERS with its two strategic bridges was



in Ame#ican.hands. This action was characterizod by close co-
operation between Infantry, Tanké and Artillery,

Having sgain proved its battle proficiency the division
turne¢ eagtward'towards OFARTRES, This city was liberated on 19
Mugust after the Kth Infantry‘Division took ovér the assault
from the Tth Armored Divisioﬁ because V Corps decided that the -
attack aéainst a defended cilty was & more apprOpriété task fos
an>infantry diviéion; _

FONTAINBLELU end MONTIREAU were the following short,
fierce battles for 5ridgehea&s across'the‘SEINE; The enemy de~_
fenses in these localltios were characterized by agressive infan-
try backed up by armor and both heavy and 1igh£ artillery, Those
river crosgsings were méde by infentry crossing tﬁe rivei in as-
saﬁlt boats‘closoly supported by tank end artillery fire during
all pheses of the crossing, The bridgchesnds ware’indisPutedly
secured on 25,Angﬁst.

' RHEIMS wss the next 1argé eity to be liberated. It’fell
on 30 Auguét tc the 5th Infantry Difision. Tﬁe resistance was
slight, 2nd was concentrated mostly onA£he high ground east of
the city. |

The division moved‘oﬁt again end on 31 August moved
gome sixty miles through the ARGOVNE FOREST to arrive at VERDUN
In the evening on éhe heels of the Tth Armored Division, The‘
11th Inféntry Regiment immediately crossed the MEUSE River and:
péssed through VERDUN;encountering very little resistance,
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As the division was soncentrated 4in the MEUSE,bridgehead

" the tregic gas failure occurréd, This gas shortage =nd the lack

of replacement tank trecks immobilized the 5th Infantry Division
Just eastAof VERDUN. Unfortiunately this sifuatibn'gave the GER-
MANé time to ﬁuild defenses along the MOSELLE, and reinforce the
existing defenses in thé.vicinity of METZ,

Resupply of gasoline finally caught up on 6 September
ahd on the day following the 5th Infentry Division again moved’

east towards the fortress of METZ, The 24 Infantry Regimegt

moved out early with the mission of securing the high,ground.on

‘the west bank of the MOSELLE River across from METZ, The 1lth
Infantry Regiment moved out at the same time with the mission of

securing a bridgehead across .the MOSTLLE in the vicinity of CORNY,

- five milesg south of METZ,

The mission of the 24 Infentry Rogiment entailed captur-
ing the town of AMANVILLERS, TFour determined assaults weré made
on the town in the first five days, and twice the éssault elemenbs
had infantry and tanks in the town, but each time encmy artilléry
from the METZ fortresées forced a withdrawal, The 90th Infentry .
Division relieved the 2d Infentry Regiment of this task on 14
Sentember3

Concurrently with this actlion the lltﬂ Infantry Régi—
ment geized the high grouwnd on fhe west bank of the MOSELLE ncar
DORNOT fy attacking through dense woods in parallel columns of
infantry reinforced by tanks end tank destroyers, Plens were then
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. : made for a river crossing of the MOSELLE at DORNOT with an ov-
timistic objective being the VERDUN Group of forts, 4 cross-
iﬁg was made on 8§ Sentemﬁer aﬁd a toe hdle'was kept for sixty

" hours, Due to the terrific volume of artillery and mortar fire
from the Germen fortifiéd positions, and the numerous counter~ .
attacks it was agreed that the bridgehead was untenabls; and
the troops were evacuated, In addition the American counter
battery fire against the steel and concrete forts had'absoL.
utely ﬁo effect, 6
While the brldgehead at DORNOT was being contested the

10th Infantry Regiment was maklng a crossing of the MOSELLE at

ARNAYILLE, three thousend yards to the south. Thls crossing was

made during the night of 9-10 Sevtember, and went undiscovered

until the attackigg troops were three hundrgd yards across thé

MOSELLEZ, The fighting that followed was perheos the fiercest

experienced by the 5th Infantry Division., The Ge}man defenderé

were just as determined to hold their ground as the Americans

were to take it, ‘It was only by sheer determination tha® the

bridgehcad was gained and held, Company B, 735th Tank Battalion,
crossed the ;iver by means of a ford on il September, The re- |
mainder of the battalion crossed on’a bridgehead that was completed
by noon, 12 Sentembei. This Bridgehead'was the first permanent
crossing of the MOSELLE, and later proved to be the key to the
successful attéck on METZ,

FORT TRIANT, the kingpin of the METZ fortress system
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Infantry Dlvision on 21 October. The follow1ng ten days were

- west of ' the MOSELLE, was attacked on-3 October by a special

tank comvpany of the 735th Tank Battalion and a reinforced infan.
try battalion from the 5th Infantry D1v151on. The assault in..
volved flghtlng above ground and in the subterranean connect-

ing tunnels, The troops above ground took a greatrpounding

from artillery of surrounding forts which eould fire on FORT

DRIANT w1thout hurting its structurc. Thlrd Army finally cwlled
the 9tteck off on 12 October beecause of the inabllity to cap~
ture the fort without excessive losses.

~-The Hth Infantry Division continued to hold the MOSELLE
brldgehead in a suste 1ned defenso untll relieved by the 95th
spent near_LUdEMBURG for training in the attack of fortified posi-
tions, Cn 1 November the division returned to its muddy bridge-
head ready for a finél assault on METZ. The 735th Tank 3attalion
wag attached to the 95th Ipfantry Division during this interim
peri;d.

During the bloody fighting ir Sevtembaor and October the
5th InfEntryhbivision proved the practical impossibility of
assaulting the forts frontally. As a2 matter of fact,bthe story
of the fall of METZ, and the story of the_fall of the surround-
ing forts are different, because METZ itself was taken by dis-
regarding the forts, by paseiqg,them, and pusging in %o cepture
the city.é |

Ag can be seen from this brief histomy, the 735th Tenk




¢

Battalion and the 5th Infentry Division were adequately. trained
andAsufficiently seasoned to undertake the assault against METZ,
They performed gallantly together in battle, They were a team

ready for the mission on hand,
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CHAPTER 3
ENEMY SITUATION

M%py di:Irgunized Germon units were falling dback in con~
fuﬁicn:ffgm the U, 8, XX Corps pffensive as the Germans hastily’
organizea to defend METZ and the'MOSELLE Rivarrline. The fortresg
system was to be used as the base of this defense, German gener-
als_hdad recommended that a delaying action bYe ponductéd from the
MOSELLE tc the SAAR conserving the thrmécht and concentrating ‘
them behind the West Wall, However, the Relch's éoil lay between
the SAAR and‘tﬁe MOSELLE-énd Hitler decreed that the enemy must
pay dearly to reach the Germen border, The German High Command
forcefully ordered that the MOSELLE River line would be defend-
ed at all costs and the capture of METZ prevented, METZ was to
be used as a rallying point,l

General Balck in charge of this defensive area, command- -

ed.German Army Group G, He was immediately concerned with stcp-
ping any further advance aleng U, 8§, Third Army front, His in-
teiligence work and estimate showed a goodAunderstandihg of the
U. 8. offensive plen, but he had neither.the necessary troops nor
supplies to stop the expected Operation.2

LXXXII Corps commanded by General Lieutenant Hosrnlein

relieved XIII S5 Corps in the right (northern)‘sector on 1 Nov—

ember 1944 and assumed responsibility for the sector from GRA-
VENSMACHER in the north along the MOSELLE including the METZ

salient to a few kilométers south of METZ, His forces consisted
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of approximately 30,000 troops including four divisions and
miscellaneous. corps organizations, including housekeeping and
bfficer candidate units, which were organized as follows:

The hl6tﬁ Infantry Division defended the northern por—

tion from METRICH tO'GﬁAVENSMACHER. It consisted of 8,300
troops, averaging about 38 years of age and with 1little or
né battie_experience, It had been nicknamed the "Whipped.
Cream Division" by First Army_UnitsVand‘was'rated a limited
defensive wnit,

The 19%h Infantry Division was south of the 416th in the -

north center seetor, It had avpproximately 5,060 officers
and men, and although it was considered better than the

Y16th it was also rated a defensive division,

The 462nd Volksgrenadier Division (also often referred

to as the 462nd Mobilization Division) occupied METZ and

the perimeter fortrosses from HAUCONCOURT south through METZ
ﬁo the vicinity of JOUY-AUX-ARCHES, General Lieutenant Kite
tel, an eXpért in fortrgss'defense, had been brought from |
the Eastern Front to take command of this unit about 1 Novem-
ber 1944, His arrival was delayed and the U, S, XX Corps
~had already penetrated the outer shell of defenses before

he was able to reqrganizé the division sector, waever, he
‘did what he could to bettervthe German position by relocating
tbe 9,.000 men iﬁ his unit, including an of ficer candidate

gchool and special fortress troops, to meet the assault which

2l
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wes. slready under way against METZ,

Tth}Yth 8s Panger GrenadierlDiVision'consisted of ap—
Proximateiy 6,0obhmen. ~It.wasfassignéd'the'defense of the
zone southwest of METZ and astride the boundary between the
U, 8. XX,apd XI1I Oorps. ‘It'was.placed to meet the expected

‘armored attack from the vicinity of PONT.A-MOUSSON,

5th Division Front

The permanent Gormen garrison in METZ was provided by the

U62nd Volksgrenadier Division, which also occupied some of the
perimeter fortresses asAprevicusly shown, Into this division’
were incorporated:

1. The Fahnenjunkerschule (0fficer Cendidate School),

Régimen‘o VI).

2; A number of battalions of the Stcttuﬁg type incor-
porated 1nto a regimental organization, The II Stettung
Battelion, whiéh héd previously occupied a portion of the
Siegfried Line, was sent to METZ to.aid in the defenée; -It
had a total strength of SOO-meﬁ and 24 machine guns,

3. The 1010th Security Regiment consisted of remnants

of the original regiﬁent, which had fallen back after their
previous stand on tho SEINE River, and other straggler units.6
In addition the German garrison was relnforced by those
avallable civilisns in METZ whom the Gestapo conéidered fit for
military service, The destapo commander in METZ, Aﬁton Dunckern,

Brigadier General SS Troops and Commendant of 211 police in the
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SAAR Basin had orders to use any means necessary to carry cub
the defense of METZ and to insure the loyalty of the troops amd
civil populace, Just previous to the battle the Wehrmacht garri-

son of the city was supplemented with a Volksturm or people'!s

militia of four companies with a total strongth of between 400-

500 men, In addition city police were armed with carbines and
0ld rifles, as were the Volksturm, Both were committed in the

trenches outside of the city, !

The 1U462nd Heavy Anti-tenk Baitalion, ‘which had been re-
duced to four skeleton companies with six 75 mm AT gﬁns , had at
one time been committed in the vicinity of MAGNY where the troops
abandonsd their gﬁns and retreated to METZ, There they pro‘bably

fought as infantry,®

Since the 1Tth SS Panzer Grenadior Divisisn occupied the
greater part of the area coﬁcerned in this study let us lock a$ '
it more closely., As stated above it was assigned the defenée of
the zone southwest of MEZTZ, The original divis‘ion had fallen baeck
from pOsitioné in th’_e vicinity of EEL'AIN and it now was comprised
of & strength of about 6,080, On the 9th and 10th of November
1944 it attempted to establish the switchline hinging on FORT
I:"AISNE and extending to SORBEY, A garrison of §S troops had
been reliéVed in FORT L'AISNE by a fortress machine gun battal-

9

ion.,

The main force of thig "divisien" was the 37th 88 Panzér

Grenadler Regiment which had been reformed in September by emal-




gamatinévité remnants with the few remaining remnants of the

5l¢t SS Panzer Grenadier Brigade, On the eighth of November it

was reported that tank elements of 'the 17th and the 2lst Panzer
rete——— T S ——————er——inmp———_

Divisions had been reformed and re-equipped and moved to mobile

. : 10
immediate reserve in the U, S, Third Ammy area,

This, by and large, was the heterogeneous force which de-

fended METZ and the MOSELLE River line, It was composed, it is

true, of defeated units, civilians, and ERSATZ troops, but never-

theless, was holding a strong position with a seasoning of proven

of ficers and hardy veterans in their midst, It is of interest

to note that the city had been evacuated in September and an

American cavalry reconnaissance thOp had been in the city itself

and found it cleared of troops, However, on grders from the Ger-
man Army Headquarters, the unit commanders with the aid of the Ges-

tapo had forced the retreating troops to retrace their footsteps

- and reoccupy the city defenses and forts,

- The final order issued to the garrison commander of the

’ 11 -
city was to %*hold METZ to the last™}
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CHAPTER 4
THEIPLAN FOR ATTACK
 The XX Corps possessed ; sizable force én the eve of
the November offensive, It had been sfrengtheped.by the addition

o ‘ &
of.two-new divisions, the 10th Armored Division and the 95th In-

fantry Division, commanded by Major Generals W, H, H, Morris, and

H, L. Twaddle, reSpeqtively. General Walker!s force'ﬁcw compriséd
three iﬁfantry Divisions (5th, 90th, -and gSﬁh)_and one armored
Division (iOth). In addition, General Walker had the promise of .
"operational control!" over the S}rd Infantry Division (Major Gén—
eral ﬁ.yc. Maecon), although there wer; numérous strings tied to
its use, |

- The Corps Artillery consisted of 19 battalions including:
five light battalions, six medium battalions, and eight heavy
battalions, This total was reenforced by two battalions of.the
U422nd Field Artillery Group which were attached to the 83rd In-
fantry Division, The allotment oflother Corps troops had also
been increased and included; five tank déstroyer battalions?
(plus two battalions attached to di&isions)} three separate tank
battalions (attached té divisions); four anti*aircraft'baxtalions
(plﬁs four more battalions attached to divisions)y the 3rd Cavalry
GfOUp, consisting of two squadrcns; and two engineer combat groups,
totalling about eight battalions,,

In sun, Major General Walker had at his disposal 30 batte-

iibns,of infantry‘ﬂneérly 500 tanks, and over 700 artilléry pieces

29



when the long awaited offensive begans

XX'Qorbs Plan

fhe plans for the(éoming operation were the result of
not only weeks of exacting and detailed study, but also painful
experience, General Walker vas conﬁiﬁéed By the costly and un-
- successful attack on FQQRT'DRIANT'.that frontal assault of the METZ
forts”was too)costly aad thatvminutely detailed plans must be made
.for thepperation.2 For example,. the air support plen included
& map showing every building in the city of METZ known %o ve ecm
cupied by Germaﬁs. |

- General Walkerls plan for the operatioh contemplated two
distinct operations: (1) Elimination of the obstacle, FORTRESS
METZ and (2) Gontinuaﬁion of the attack to the northeést.

On 3 November Lghl,. General Walker issued Field Order #12

to the key commanders ouﬁlining the broad scheme of maneuver,

Previously,; orders had indicated that the Corps would encircle and

reduce the METZ fortifigations as the initial'phasg in‘fhe re;
sunption of the Tnlrd Army offensive toward the RHINE, Hdwever,
this flnal Field Order stated fthe primary mission of all troops"
as the destructiqn or oapture of the METZ garrison, "without the
investiture or siege of the METZ forts", Following this plan the
XX Corps was to attack, encircle, and destroy the enemy‘in the
METZ.fortified area: reconnoiter to the SAAR River; seigze a bridgae
head in the.viqinity'of SAARBURGy and finally, on orderélfrom

General Patton, to resyme the attack toward the northeast,
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G'e'r'xeral Walker pleanned that the initial enVeioPment of
METZ would be accomplished by the 5th Infantry Division on the
south and the 90th Infantry Division on the noffch. 'T_he 95th
Infantry Division would cont:cmin the German salien;, west of the
MOSELLE, As the conceri_xtric attack of thé 5t;1 and 90th” clésed on
Mfz, the 95th wouid drive in the enemy salicnt, cross the MOSBLLE
and capture the city proper. The 10th Arméred Division was assign~
ed the task of closing’the piﬁcers east of METZ, This mission
pracfically elinﬁnated it from participation in the reduction of
the fortress, General Wa]_.ke.r o'rdered it to cross the MOSELLEA
behind the 9Oth and advence parallel to and on the left of the
9Cth. Aftef following the 10th across the river 'Lt; Gél. Iy W,
-.Pelk's 3rd Qavalry Group had the mission of swinging northeést
into the triangle formed by the MOSHLLE and SAAR RiVe_rs; from_
there probing toward SAARBURG end sdreening the flank and reéﬁz_' of
the forcés engaged farthér south and east.3

General Welkor directed the 5th Inféntry Division, ;nit_h,
735th Tenk Battalion sttached, to attack on the south-from the
ARNSVILLE bridgehead; bypass the outer belt of fortresses; bridge
the NIED River and attack north to seize the high ground so;ltheast
of BOULAY, This maneu#e; would vrotect the left flank ‘of ‘the XII
dorps, at‘l;acking simultaneously on the south, The Hth Infan'trry
Division would éoordinafe their attack with an armbra_d. task force
from the 6th Armored Divisi‘on; whichvwould. move fhrough the di&i-_
.. sional sector on reques.t of the Commanding General, XII Corps!-?;ngd
fake ad—vant._age of tbe main east‘wegt highway‘ locatéd tﬁere. '.fhe_
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armored task force wduld precede the assault wnits éf the 5th
Infantry Division across the NIED River and reenter the XII
Corps! zZone there, After érossing the NIED River the infantry
would regroup and move north o6n xﬁ.COrps' order tp meet the
unit moving toward the south, . | —

General Walker directed the 90th Infantry Division to
make & crossing over the MOSELLE River on the north in the vi-

c¢inity of KOBNIGSMACHER, execute a flanking attack along the

trace of the MAGINOT LINE to jein up with the 5th Infantry

Division east of METZ in the viecinity of BOULAY, aporoximately
20 miles cast of METZ, By making the atback along the ridge line
containing the MAGINOT FORTS, thesc units would be able to hold
the com@anding ground end reduce the forts one at a time, if neces-
sary, without having thelr assault echelons sﬁbjected tg»supnort—
ing crossfipes of the fortified line,

The 10%h Armored Division would pass through the KOENIG-
MACHEﬁ ERIDGEHEAD; cstablished by the 90th Infantry Division, and
attack southeast to BOULAY on the loft of the 90th Infantry Divi-
sion, The 83rd Infantry Division was to have passed through thew

bridgeheéd at the same placé, after the other two had completed

~their move, and continue its mission to the northeast, However,

on 11 November 1944, it was released to U, S,.First Army ahd.was
not‘available for the mission, After the 83rd Infantry Diﬁisidn
left, the 3rd Gavalry~Group,was‘given the_mission of seizing
SAARBURG,
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-~ A battalion of the 95th Infantry Division was directed
by Corps to make a demonstration in force at UCKANGE te distr&cf
the enemy's attention from the mein effort of the 90th Infantry
Division in KOENIGSMACHER, The 95tﬁ Infantry Diviaion C; one
battalion) would maintain constant pressure alongAthe fortified
selient west of METZ, ” N

The plan was epproved by General Patton, - D-Day was set
for 9 November 19ﬁh, allowing a two-week period to be utilized in
Atraining troops in assaulting fortified positions.

hth Infantry Division Plen

Major General Walker, Commanding General XX Corps, directed
Major General Irwin's 5th Infentry Divieion to relieve the 95th
Infantry Divisien 31 October-1 November 1944, The 2nd, 1Oth, and
11th Infantry Regiments completed the felief of the 95th infantry
Division at 2205 hours on 1 November 1944, During the period |
2 .. 8November 19u4l, the 5th Infantry Divisien carried on active
patroliing preparatory to -leunching a coordinated attack on the
fortified region of METZ.5

On 2 November 19U, General Walker directed the release
of the 735th Tenk Battalion from the 95th Infantry Division and
attached it to the 5th Infantry Division, OCompenics 4, B, 0, and
D of the 735th were performing maintenance in the vicinity of
PONT-A-MOUSSON, approximately 30 milcs south of METZ, Head-
quarters and Service Comvenies were at PAGNY-SUR-MOSELLE, approii~

6
mately 20 miles south »f METZ,
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Major General Irwin planned to launch é division co-
ordinaﬁe@ aftack with two regiﬁents abreast (End‘and 10th - 2nd
regiment on the right flank) at 8600 hours on 9 November 19Ll,
The l1th Infantry Regiment was to contain the enemy in the
vieinity of ARRY and SILLEGNY, to hold the division pivot, and to
exploit eny break-through that might be effected by the other
regiments;7

Ho made further plans for the division to launch its
atfack to fhe cast and northeast with the mission of encirecling
the city of METZ from the south and céntacting the 90th Infantry
Division at BOULAY, Companies 4, ¢, and D, 735th Tank Battalion
would support the 2nd Infantry Régimeht; help seize LOU?IGNY:
move east and support in the capture of VERNY, just west of EAGNY‘
Coméany B, 735th Tank Battelion, was attached to the 10th Infan-

‘try Regiment, which was to attack LA HAUTONNEIRIE andvjoin the 2nd
Infantry northeast of LOUVIGNY,
Summary

General Walker's plan envisaged two phases: (1) The
destruction of the German forces in the METZ area, and (2) =
quick shift in the axis of advance to the northeast with the ob-
Jective of establishing a firm bridgehead across the SAAR Rivef;
This bridgehead was to form a base ffom which to continue the
attack toward the RHINE along fhe METZ—SAARLAETERN aiis; It was
expected that the speed and success of the concentric attacks

at METZ and the timing of the,disengageﬁent'and withdrawal from
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the MBETZ bridgchead of the German First Army would equally affect

the pattern of the subsequent advance,
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CHAPTER' 5

DEPLOYMENTTAND'iNITIAL PHASES OF THE ATTACK

The. 735tk Tank Battallon was relieved from- attachment
to the 95th Infantry Division and attached to the 5th Division en
2 November 19&1;.1 The 5th had relieved the 95th in the MOSILLE
bridgehead just south of METZ at 2205 hours 1 November 19&&.2
At this ‘time headquarteré and Service Comvanies, 735th, weré near
PAGNY;SURPMOSELLE, The remainder of the Béttalion wés verforming
mainterance in the vicinity of PONE—A~MOUSSON,3
| On the 5th of November, Comnany B was attached to the 10th
.Infantry Regiment and the'remaiﬁder of the battalion was attached
to the 2nd Infantry Regiment.. All companies were alerted for
future Operations.u This waé a paert of the regrouping being
carried out by the 5th Division in preparation for an offensive
eperation, During these preﬁarations harassing fires were con-
tinued by the division and ehemy fires were received intermittently
on £he bridgehead;w.Rouxine patrols obtained a great deal of ine
formation about the cnemy and his defense along the divisien front
during this period.5

" On the Tth of Novémber, 12 tanks from Cowpany G, 735th

moved to an area about one and one half mileg north of PONT-A-
MOﬁSSON where they were give# en indirect fire missién in support
of the H0th Field.Artillery Battelion, Company C fired ten-missions;
including: seveﬁ.missions on infantry resulting‘in at least ten

casualtiesj one mission resulting in the destruction of a Nebel-
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wﬁfffer;6 one countirbattery mission; and one'mission fired at a
staff car, éxpending a total of 535 rounds, The tanks then rejoi-
ned thei? company which had fecéived orders to Pe prepared tozcrOSQ
the SEILLE River from PONT- A-MOUSSON, | |

The Problem

In order to éapfure sﬁccessfully and hold the city ofv
METZ 1% was hecessary to cross fhe SZILLE River, to push the
enemy back from the bridgehead obtained, and to surround the city
" before beginning the actual assault of the fortifications,

| The SEILLE River was at this time swollen by'constant
rains from a normal width of 20 to 40 yards to a width of about
200 yards, The flood had destroyed or rendered unusable most of
the few bridges'left by the retreating Germans, A very few Were
left intaét and usable, The division engineers were put to a
stiff tést to find the ﬁecessary suitable crossing sites,

In his order, General Irwin directed his 2nd Combat Team
to attad& and seize LOUVIGNY, then move east to a point just west
of PAGNY and fesume.the attggk at 0700 hours 4o take VERNY and the
next objectivé; He ordered fhe 10th Combat Team to attack at 0600
hours on the 9th of November and assigned it objectives on the far
side of the SEILLE River, These combined aétacks of the 2nd and
10th were desigqed to fit strategically with the offensive opera-
tions of the 95th and 90th Divisions on the left of the 5th Divi-
sion, and of the €0th Division of the XII Corps on the right flank.°

It was expected that all these attacks would facilitate the launch_'
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ing of the 6th Armored Division in its operation eastward out of
the bridgehesad éstablished by the 5th Infantry Division,

Launching the;Attack

The dawn of the 9th of Noiember broke grey and misty as

the men of the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Infantry, crossed the swollen

'SEILLE River in assault boats and stormed the town of CHEMINOT,

‘which fell without opposition to Comvany G - a lone surviving

German tottering out of a cellar waving a white flag, The 1lst

and 3rd Battalions followed the 2nd Battalion across, utilizing

- a footbridge erected between CHEMINOT and LESMENILS by the engi-

neers, The close of the first day found the 2ﬁd Infantry success-

ful in taking all objectives assigned for the days ready to jump

off the next morning with the exception‘of the 735th Tank Batta-
lion, for whom the bridges had not been consfcructed.8 At 0500
hours, .Companies A, d, D, and aésault guns, and the mortars of
thié.battalion had moved to an area 1000 yards southwest of BAUXIERS
to cross the bridges and assist in the operations; bdbut the bridge
was not constructed, so these units moved back to PONT-A-MOUSSON .
at 1600'hours.9

Thé'loth Combat Team executed their assault cfossing of
the SEILLE simultaneously with the attack of the 2nd, The 3rd
Baftalion crossed on three footbridges constructed by attached
engineers south of the MOULIN NEU¥, They were followed by the
other two battalions.lo The regiment s%cceededlin establishing

their sector of the. bridgehead despite the fact that Company B
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735th Tank Battﬂllon, was unable to support the crossing es plarmed
beoause of ~the poor vlsibllity.ll

The units of the.5th Divi«.s‘ion utilized the night of
November 9th-10h for consolidation and patrolling, All units
which had cros‘,sed" were in position to resume the attack the

"following morning, 12
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CHAPTER. 6
. ADVANCE TO THE CITY X

The‘actual.attack thrqugh'theiouter ring oﬁ forts surfounding
METZ begen on 9 November and centinued through 20 November, The &o-
count of thé éttack will be covered in a day-by-day account following
¢ne regiment at a time, The actions of the 2d Infantry Regimental Gom-
bat Team will be covéred‘first, inasmuch as this unit commenced the at-
yack, and saw the bulk of the action, In fellowing this action it
should be painted out'fhat.normally the 735€h Tank Battelien was
broken down s§ that Company A supported the 2d Infentry Regiment§
Gompany B supported the 10th Infantry Regiment; Compeny C supported
the 11th Infantry Regiment; while Company ﬁ? the light tank company,
end the battallen assaulbt guns were empleyed when and whore needed the
most, When more then one company was attached to or in direct support
of a single infantry regiment it was because the other reogiments were
net engaged sufficiently to require the use of their nommal quota of
attached tanks.l..An exemple of this eccurred wheg'on the morning of
10 November the situation existed whereby Compeny 4, 735th Tank Be-
ttalion, Joined the lst Battalion,‘ed Infantry; Company C joined the
34 Battalion, 2d Infantry; and Company D and assault guns joingdvthe
2d Battalion, 24 Infantr}. Compeny B, 735th Tank Battaiion remained.’

attached to the 10th Infantry Regiment.2

Actions of the 2d Regimental Combat Teem (9-20 November 194l)
Puring the evaning of 9 November the 24 Infantry Regimental

Combat Team moved into its attack vositions, The mofning of 10 Novem-
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ber dawned cold and damp as the 2d Regimental Combat Team Jumped
_off in .attack with the 80th Infentry Division on its rlght The
1st Battalion with Gompany 4, . 735th Tank Battallon, attached,,at—
tacked towards PAGN¥-LES—GOIWS ‘and- was met by heavy artlllery, mortar -
and small arms fire, By 1330 hours the town was cleared of enemy re-
sistance, and the attack was pushed:towards SILLY-EN.SAULNOIS,
| Simultaneously,.the 24 Battalion with Company D and as-

sault guns, 735%5 Tank Battalion, attéched,'jumped of £ for VIGNY,
Light o@position consisting‘ofrlong-range small arﬁs and some
artiliery fire was enoountered-ehabling the battalion to éeiée
the town by 1245 hours, The high grdund to the north and east was
immediately outposted, | |

ALEMONT, a town to the right of the iuglmeﬁtal sector,. held
up initially the attack of the 3d Battalion, Heavy small arms fire
from the village temporarily pinned down the right flank of the |
battalion, ALEMONT was soon taken however, and the attack was
carried on to BUCHY, which was captured just prior to the énding.
of:evening nautical twilight, Two tanké belonging to Company C
were déstroyed by anti-tank fire during this aétion., In the even-
ing of 10 November all tank unitsvreturned to the vicinity‘of
VIGNY for reéupply and refueling. |

Cn 11 ﬁovember the tank attachments to the lst and 2d
Battalions were switcﬁed.. This put Company A, T735th Tank Battalion
with the 24 Battalion, 24 Infantry: and Company D and assault guns,

735th Tank Battalion, with the 1st Battalion,, 2d Infantry, Other
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attachments of elements of the 735th Tank;Battalionbweré unchanged,
Under cover of a 5th Infentry Division artillery éreparam
tion the 24 Regimental Combat Team jumped off in attack on th_e
morning of 11 November, The 1st~Béttalion, mounted on tanks of
Gompany D advenced on DAINEN SAULNGIS while the 24 Battelion meved
on BEUX,. Both battalions seized their objectives by noon of that
day, The 3d Baftalion in the meanwhile with.‘ﬁompany 0, 735th Tenk

Battalion, attached, attacked and captured the high ground Jjust

3

east of PONTOY, and continued the attack towards AUBE, After these

objectives were taken Company C was reattached to the 23 Battalion,
24 Infantr&. ‘The 2d Battalion then moved eastward ffom.BEUX to
the high ground overlooking the NIED—FRANGAISE~Rivef. The bat—
tgiion remained on the west side of the river in the BOIS DE FAY,

During the night of 11-12 November a patrol from the Gtn
Armored Division found the bridge west of SANDRX&SUﬁ»NIED inﬁact,,
and seiged it, . Before dawn the next day elements of the 24 Bat-
talidn moved out of this new objective,,and by sunrise the bat-
talien sqcﬁied a bridgshead on the gast side of the river,

At 1330 hours on 12 November, the 2d Battalion wee erdered
to form a task group with its two tank companies and an infantry
company with which to intercept an expected German evacuatlon from

METZ to the east, The volan provided for this force to be in po-

sition near SOLGNE by 0600 hours on 13 November, The execution of

this plan was delayed a day upon request of the Commending Officer,

2d infantry, As it turned out this plen was never executed due to
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fierde Getman counterattacks in this bfidgehead area;
‘The Germans, recognizing the bridgehead as a direct threat
to their supply and escape route,.counterattacked on 13'November.
At 1400 hours they 1aunched ‘the flrst of a series of v1c1ous coun~
terattacks, Enemy elements succeeded in advancing %o a point out~
flanklng the high ground held by Company E, 24 Infantry to the north,
Intense machine gun and small arms flre forced the enemy to retire.
A second counterattack developed almost immediately,but was repulsed,
At 1900 hours, shortly after dark, a third enemy counter-
attack preceded by 1ntense artlllery and mortar fire was launched,

Despite very heavy losses the enemy succeeded in reachlng the'out—

" skirts of the town, To meet this thieét the 2d Battalion withdrew

all its troops to within the town limits and established the close- '

‘in defense of SAVDRY~SUR-NIED, Tanks were placed close to the

buildings with infantrymen 'armed with spare IMG's to protect them

from underneath, GCannon of the tanks and tank-destroyers were

. : 6
systematically placed to cover the most likely avenues of approach,

&

At approximately 2230 hours, .the fourth enemy counterat-
tack, preceded by intense mortar and artillery fire, was launched,
, ’ .

The tanks fired ricochet fire off the streets into the oncoming

.enemy,‘ Suwpporting friendly artillery fired emergehcy concentra-

tions into the north end of town, Riflemen and grenadiers placed
their fire into the‘st;eets between buildings from.vantage'pointé
in windows and on roofs, The fury of this counterattack was sueh
that the fight continued until approximately 0230 hours.on-lu

November,.
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before the enemy was cleared from thellimits of the -town,

| It was estimated by Cavtain West, GOméanding Of ficer
Company A, 735th Tank Battalioﬁ,,that tank guns alone killed and
woun&ed'approximately 175 Germans during these counterattacks,

4s can be surmised, theAenemj did not make a further attempt to
retake thelbridgchead. German prisonérs ?old interrogators that
more than two thi:ds of ' the attacking forces were casualties from

this action, Cowpany E, 2nd Infantry; lst Pletoon, Company A,

- 735th Tank Battalion; and a section of Compeny H, 2nd Infantry;

were awarded the Distinguished Service Badge for this gallant defenss,

On 13 Novenmber,. (egpeny .C, 735th Tank Battalion was re-
leased from attachment to the 2nd Infantry, end attached to itg!
usuaily supvorted unit, the 11lth Regimental:COmbat Toam, Company
D, 735th Tenk Battalion was meanwhile released to Division reserve.
Company B was still attached to the 10th R;giﬁental Combat Team,
which was wicommitted at this time. Compeny 4, 735th Tank Bat—
télion remained’attached to the 2nd Regimental Combat ‘Team, which
continued to hold its' bridgehead during 15, 16, and 17 November,

The 3rd Battalion, 2nd Infantry, attacked again on the
morning of 15 November; and by 130C hours MECLIUVES was captured,
After beating off a counterattack the 3rd Battalion congolidated
ité’ position for]the night.

After a day of reorg;a:ziza‘cidn,l the 2n¢ Regimenfal Combat
Team, less the 2nd Battalion, which wésrsﬁill defending the NIED
River bridgehead, launched a coordinated attack on the SORBEY Fofts,
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Company D and one platoon, Company A, 735th Tank Battelion, sup-
‘ported the attack of the lst Bettelion, The let Battelion found the
town 01: SORBEY un0»ccupiéd, and sent cbmnany B,.Ed'Ini“’antry to occupy
and defend it, At 0900 hours the 3d Battalion pushed its lines
forward while the 1lst Battalion launched its attack against the
forts, Company A, 735th Tank Battalion, suPéorted the attack‘of the
lst Baftal_ion by providing fire from the flenk, After an all day
battle against the enemy's deliberate defenses, the objectivé was
taken at 1600 hours, After dark, Compsny L, 2d‘Infantry, occuﬁied
the town of FRONTIGNY against light opposition, and Compsny B, 2d
Infantry, cleared the town of GOURGELLES—SﬁBnNIED.S

Haviné accomplished its mission of providing a bridgehead
through which the 6th Armored Division could pass in its attack,to
the east, the 24 Battolion was ordered fo withdraw from the bridge; '
head snd move to am assembly area in the vicinity of PONTOY, during
the night of 17-18 November, where it reverted to regimental ro-
‘serve. - Comveny A, 735th Tank Battalion, moved to the same general
aArea at‘the same time;

AgainSt crumbling resistance the 24 Regimental Combat Team
| pushed on with the atteck on‘18 November, The 2d Battalion swung
to the left through the 10th Infantry to take positions fof an at-
tack on MERCY-LA-MEIZ, Attacking at 1600 hours tho 2d Battalion
.took its initial objective and continued the attack to capture,
with light opposition, the MARNE Group of forts,

Concurrently with this action Company D, a platoon from
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Corpany &, and assault guns, 735th Tank'Battalion, supported the
attack of ihe‘lstlBattalion against CHAMPEL FARM, - The attack was
continued with the clearing of the GRANDE BOIS D CHAMPEL end the
BOIS LEFEVEE," |

| During the hours of fightiﬁg on 18 November the remnants

of many Germsn units were captured, Prisoners from the 17th 85

Tangzer Grenadier Division reported that the 38th ?anzer Grenndier
Regiment had virtually been snnihilated, |

Attacking again at 0730 hours ;n 19 November the 24 Batw
telion supported by Company D, 735th Tenk Battallon, advanced
rapidly against light 0ppositioh. During this day 24 1.t, Barnes,
the Assanlt Gun Platoon 1eader, T35th Tank Béttélion, met Lt, Stein-
berg of the 90th Infantry Division Reconnalssance Companylin the
vieinity of VAUDREVILLE, Thié neeting completed the encifglement -
of METZ, Shortly afterwards this Assault Gun Platoon and é platoon‘
of tanks from Company A destroyed a German convéy of two trucks,
two staff'cars, and two horse drawn wagons on thé.road fieéing
from METZ.9

The results of this eleven day drive were gratifying, The
combinedvarms teams of the 2d Regimental Combat Team had gdvanced
22,000 yards to the east and 24,000 yards to the north on a front
of-approximately ¥,000 yards, In addition, it liberated 42 towns
and villages, céptured over 600 prisoners, and killed end wounded
approximatolf 2,800 Germens, The totol American casualtioes balanc;
ad égainst this were 52 killed and 286 wounded.lo
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Actions of the ;OthwReginegtal1Qombab(TgaleIBaZO,N0vember.19hu)

While the 2&'Regimenta1 Combat Team was driving eastwar&s- '
fo seal off the METZ lines of supoly snd evacusdion, the 10th Regi-
mental Combat Team, adequately reinforced with Company B; 735tk
Tank 3attalion, struck out at the enemy farfher south, However, it -
did not 5ecome actively engaged until 13 November,

On 13 November the lst and 24 Battalions, IOtﬁ Infantry,
moved forward to occupy the ground to its front that it had been
patrolling prior to this date, The great forts in the AINSE and
YSER Groups were found to be undefended and unoccupled, These
wore the first of the twenty-two éng forts to fall into American .
hands, |

Enemy resistance stiffened on 14 November, The lst Battal-
ion, supported by Company B, 73%5th Tenk Battalion, .cncowntcred
a étonewall defense on the southern edge of'fhe,BOISjDE.L'HOPITAL;_

- On the same day the 24 Battalion fought its way into POUILLY end
occupied the factory north of town, These two battzlions consoli~
dated thoir positions prior'tq dark having been cautioned that a
German counterattack from METZ and from the northeast was probadble,
The expected counterattack did not materialige,

On 15 November the main effort to pierce the enemy defenses
was to be made, The 10th Regimental Combat Teaﬁ attacked success-
fully through the BOIS DE L'HCOPITAL and continued'northwards for
approximately 2,000 yards, . During an unsuccessfu1 axtack on QUVRAGE

DE CHESNY NORD within the.regimental sector one tank from Company B

w7



was dest;'oyed by anti-tank fire,

The advance towards MBTZ-continued for ‘::he next fou’rv days;
gnd on 19 November clements of.the‘loﬁh Bégiméntal Combat teaﬁ
made a Junction with elements of the 95th In,fanfr'y‘ Division, This
. completed'the gsecond encirclement of the'city, and made ripé the
time to begin tho asseult within the city of MEDZ itself, .

Actions of the 1lth Regimental Combat Team (15-20 Nov, 19ul)

The 11th Regimental Gombat Team Jumped into the attack a-
galnst the ME‘I‘Z perlmeter on 15 Yovember, This regiment was sUp-~
ported ‘oy Company C4 735th Tank Battalion, The action begén with
the lst Battalion plus Companies I aﬁd, L supported by one platoon
of tanks jumping off in the attac.k'at 0730 hours in a direct assault
on AUGNY, Heavy caliber fire from both FORT SOMMY and FORT ST,
BLAISE pinned down elements 5f the battalion bYemporarily, but 'By
1800 hours the strong points were by-passed and forward elements
dug in north of PRATELLE PARM, At the seme time the 2d Battalion,
11th Infantry with the rem\ainder. of Company C, 735th Ténk Battalién,
captured AUGNY During this attack two tanks belonging to Gompany
o] were stuck in the mud about 100 yards southeast of AIIGNY and
were under such J_heavy artillery fire that they could not be extri. -
cated until darkness, |

| This assaultiagainst the southern apbroaches to the city
of ¥HTZ continued on 16 November with the lst Battelion attacking
along the weatern edge of I'RESIATY AIRFIELD and the 24 Battalion
ndvancing towards MARLY, |
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The battle for METZ continued on 17 Novem'ber as all three
battations of the 1lth Infantry conVerged on the alr‘fleld. and on the
- southern outskirts of the city, The VERDUN Group of forts (SOMMY
- and ST, “BLAISE) ‘shelled AUGNY regularly although completely surround.
ed by the }’d.-Bat‘talion. The 1st Battalion with its attached tanks
broke through the left flank of the Germen positions enabling it to
move withiﬁ a 100 \yards of FORT 8T, PRIVAT, During this d.ay.of ac-
tion, Company O lost one tank from snti-tenk fire,

At 0730 hours of the following day, 18 November, the 11th
Regimental Combat Teem started its drive for the city of MBTZ it
self, Heavy artillery fire from FORT 8T, PRIVAT slowéd the ad-
vance, In an attempt to contain the fort the 1st Battalion swung
to the left and the 2d Battalion enveloped it from the right, while
the 3d Battalion mowfed into the southwest outskirts of METZ, ¥ORT
ST, PRIVAT was surrounded and contained, but kept up its devastat.
ing fire, Major Matzdorf, the commander of ¥ORT §T,  PRIVAT, should ‘
be complimented on his defense of the fort, He iefu‘sed. to surrender
until he ran out of food, Oompany J lost one ta.nk to anti-tank
fire during this day of a.c‘bion,l2

By 19 Novembor MBIZ was surrounded, and elements of the
11th Regihental‘ Combat feam engaged in house.~to~house. fighting,

The advance of the llth Regimental Combat Team was halted, and given
the mission %0 continue the containment of FORT ST, PRIVAT,

During this period of action up- to the final clearing of
METZ itself Company G, 735th Tank Battalion, was issued the newly
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modified forty-ton tank, - This tank was simply a M-Y4 with additien-
al armor welded on the sides, around the turret, and on the front
slops plate. This additional protection proved to be effective

against some types of anti-tank fire,

This dayaby-day account of the first 11 days in the as-

sault against METZ demonstrate effectively the technique of tank-

infantry eperations through fortified areas, It -should be noted

. that some tanks were almos%d univarsally assigned to assault in-

fantry battalions when these babtalions were attacking, - It also
should be noted that all tanks ware engaged practically every day,
so that when only one infagtry regiment wés engaged it-had attached
all the tanks available t5 the division,

Tor a clearer picture‘of the chrenological events during

this pefiod it is suggested that the maps attached be studied; and

- for an interpretation of the action itself in the light of present

day armored doctrine it is suggested that the reader refer to

Chapter 8,

.
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CHAPTER 7
FALL OF THZ FORTS ( 206-30 November )

The 20th of November marked the final lunge into the
gity by the attacking regiments supported by tanks and £ank
destroyers and by the guns of the Division Artillery. The 1lth
Regimental Uombat Teem continued to attack the approaches to -
the main cityAfrom the south despite heavy losses incurred in
reducing the southern‘group‘of forts, The lst and 3rd Bat-
telions remained to contain PORTS ST, ‘PRIVAT, SOMMY end ST,
BLAISE while the 2nd Battelion was being regrouped,

| The 10th Regimental Combat Team, after taking BORNY,
smashed its! way to the city from the east, The lst Battalion
menedifrom house to house in the QUEULEU and PLANTIERES sec~
tor, On the afternoon of 19 November ordérs to cross the
SEILLE River snd cleen out the heart of METZ all the way to
the HINDENBURG STRASSE were received, At 0600 hours 20 Nove
- ember, the 3rd Battalion crossed and advanced to the HINDEN-
BUEG STRASSE.. The 2nd Battalion crossed end advénced to the’
area south of the LCTHAR STRASSE and west of the railroad, Mop-
ring up of the regimental area occupied the remalnder of the EOth
and 21lst of Wovermber,

On 22 November the 1lth Regimental Combat Team est;biisha
ed a forward command post at Hotel Royal in the heart of METZ,
Bight priscners of war deserted FORT ST, PRIVAT during the night

end all stated that the morale within'the fort was low, Company
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B returned to the lst Battalion and jJoined in containing FORT |
ST. PRIVAT, while Compeny I reverted to the 3rd Battlion which
Qas In position around the VERDUN forts, On ThanksgiVingvDéy,
the 2nd Battélion moved to Hotal Regina in METZ and was chérged
with providing security for the city via outpost end patrols,
Meanwhile, both the 1st and 3rd Béttalions continued $o0 contain
the forts, On 26 November the 3rd Battalion accepted the surren-
der of FORTS SOMMY and BLAISE, During the night of ZM_éS No--
vember the 2nd Battalion combat patrols invéstigaﬁed and oc-
cupied the remaining.forts of the "DWARFS“ chain and.cut over-
land communications botween FORTS DRIANT end JEANNE DYARC,

Priséners'reported~that althoﬁgh morale within the wn-
surrendered forts was'iow, the commanders were determined to
hold out as 1ong as ammunition éﬁd rations lasted. Arfillery
and - mortar fire froﬁ the forts fell sporadically in the regi-
mental area but fcw casualties resulted,

When it bocame apparent that the forts could withstand
every type of artillery fired at then, Psychaiogical Warfare
Toams began broadcasts to the holdouts,

Following a surrender appeal broadcoast to FORT ST,
PRIVAT on 29 November, Colonel Black, Commanding Officer of the
11th Infantry, held two conferences with Méjor‘Matsdorf, com-~
mander of the fort, After the second parley the commandant agreed
to surrender the fort at 1600 hours. Prisoners included 22 of-

ficers and U488 enlisted men, 80 of whom were wounded,
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As a result of one of the broadcasts a meeting was ef-~
fected 30 November tetween am officer representative of the
Commanding Officer of FORT JEANNE D'ARC and an officer represcnt-
ing the Commanding Officer of the 2nd Infantry, A demand of
unconditional surrender was‘refused by the Germsns who termed it
"dighonorable and therefore unaceceptable, A broadcsst to FORT
DRIANT requesting a meeting was ignored,

The action of the 735th Tank Battalion during the period-
from 20.30 Novembef was éharacterized by the execution of direct
and indiréct firévmissions in supwort of their reSpectife combat
teams, Oompany A supported the an Regimental $ombat Team by
fire on FORT DRIANT and ¥ORT JEANTE D'ARC; Company B supported
the ldth Regimental Combat Team by fire on FORT DIOUX; and Com-
pany C supporied the 1llth Regimental Combat Team by fire on FURT
PRIVAT, Captured French 75 mm White PhosPhorué ammunition was
Tired primarily, several thousand rounds being eXpended.2 Special
firing pins improvised-by Third Army Ordnance were requiredbin
order to fire thig ammunition._.3 Al though Bo apprecieble ef-
fects were noted prior to the surrender of the Forts, approxi-
mately 60 of the 488 prisoners taken .at FORT PRIVAT were found
to be suffering from white phosphorus burns,

Tanks were also.ﬁtilized to escort small-partiss into
forts to conduct sufrendeg parleys, An initial attempt to in-
duce FORT PRIVAT to surrender on 20 Novémber‘failed; but waev

repeated on 29 November with complete success,
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All l'mits took maximum advantage of the relative quiet
of this si’cua’gioin to perform much needed organizational main.--
tenance, and to .p'&t flotatioﬁ plates on tracks in prenar.ation
for f;mure Operations.u The loss ofA one tank that hed been
plerced by a German 75 mm shell was prevented through an in-
genious field expedient, The damage was repaired by driving '
a solid shell into the hole and welé.ing it in place.s_ '

Four forts, FORT JEANNE D'ARC, PORT DRIANT, FORT SI.
QUENTIN, and FOﬁT PLAPPEVILLE, were still stubbornly holdiné
out on 30 Wovember, with the 2nd end 11th Regimental Combat
Teams alternating between broadcast and bombardment in en qu..
fort to take thenm with as few casualties as possible, |

With the surrender at 1115 hours on 13 December, 19kl
of FORT JEANNYE D'ARC the last remaining strongpoint of the
hitherto -impregnable METZ forts fell to the Third Army, The fall
of the ME']TZ‘fo_rts marked the first time in modern history that
"The Bastion of the Fast" had been captured by asséult, The
enemy's attempt to make a for_tress.'stand, hinged upon the elab-
qraté éystem of forts, was shattered between 15 and 20 November
1944, pincérs formed by the ’5th Infanbry Division from the
south, and the 95th Infantry Division from the north, snapped
shut east of the city trapping an estimated 4,000-5,000 troops,
The fall of METZ to the XX Corps troops af;cer aitwo months siege,
handicapped by the worst floods in twenty years, 'and by weather

which prevented maximum air support, opened a new route to the
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-gast and removed the last important ebstacle in front of the
SIEGFRIZD LINW, Thus ‘the Third Army had driven the German Army
back into its? IEG’FR;ED LINE defenses and had served notice that

the Wehrmecht was to be granted no winter breathing spell,’

NOTES FOR CHAPTHER 7
Lugne 5th Infantry Division in the ETO" prepared by
the Hth Infentry Division Historical Section

2 Af ter Action Report, 735th Tank Battalion

3Let’cer from lst Lt, Robert 3, Jirousek, former Ba-
ttalion Liaison Qfficer, 735th Tank Battalion

4 .
Op cit, After Action Report
5

Personal interview with Major Mex O, Tyler, former
Battelion Executlve Officer, 735th Tenk Battalion

6
: - After Action Report, Thlrd US Army, 1 August 191#1«& -
9 May 1945
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CHAPTER 8
SUMMARY™ «

The. account of the actions of the 735th Tank Battalion
which;supportéd the 5th Infaniry Division proved the indispensa-
billty of armored support for infantry in offensive operations
over unfavorable ﬁerrain against a determined enemy,. Emplqud in’
avmanner whi;h violated armored doctrine of mass, mobility and
shock action, the overations in this béttle were Justified by the
resulfs gained,

.The METZ ﬁerrain and weather handicapped armor from the
beginning, Cross country movehent was hazardous st besf. Obsérve”
tion énd’good fields of fire werevavailable to the Germans from the
many forts in the METZ area, As a result, tank and infantry move-
ments were restricted thfoughout the caﬁpaign. ‘Out of necessi-
ty, many of the strongly defended forts were by-passed at times,
units passed so close to the cccupied forts that the enemy were
unable to denress their guns énough to fire on our elements; Not—
withstanding, tanks did cperate effectively :n spite of the many
obstacles presex;ted by the terrain itself.

| The mobility of tanks.was 1limited, not only by the. un-
favorable terrain and weather, but also by the absence of person-
ﬁel carriers for infantry, These -two féctors limited the rate of
movement of tanks to that of the speed of foot troops, In utiliz-
ing the great fire power-of which tanks are cavable, it is pre-

supposed that armor will be used in mass, This was not possidble
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in this operation because of the;dispersion of tank units into

small tenk-infantry teams, The Germens were not subjectedlto tho
shock or psycholbgical effect which comes to troops on the receiv.
ing,eﬁd of a massed armored assault, Scattered, small armored units
were never able to prodﬁce this effect, No deep column formétidns
were possible when armor was dissipated in support of small in-
fantry formations,

Under the restrictions, the‘uSe of tanks in the manner
employed at METZ was entirely Justified. As Qe have seen, ter-
rain, weather, and enemy dispositions,.c§upled with the limited
gize of the tank force available, made the employment of tanks
in mass virtuslly impcssible. The desire and the necessity of
all infantry units to have tanks suppcrting their movements must
also be considered iﬁ the deviation from ‘the principle of mass,

During this campalgn, tanks performed most of the'non—
mal\missions presently designated for orgenic tenk battalions cf
the inféntry divisicn, Elements of the 735th Tank Battalion were -
used as artiilery and to thicken supporting'fire of the artillcr&
battalions, Infantrymen accompanied tanks in several battles by
riding on the tanks to the point of contact, At times tanks
spearheaded the attack by preceding the infantfy in attack and at
other ﬁimes by moving in conjunction_with infantry, Tanks further
aided the attack of Infantry by supporting them from flank posit-
fons, - In the clésing days of the campaign the guns of the tanks

of the 735th were used in the reduction of some of the METZ forts,

[
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As a result of previous training ~nd closec work,in prior
combat operaticns, theitechnique of infantry-tenk teamwork wag pué
to good use in this‘campaign. Infantrymen and'tdnkers hrd extreme
oonfiéence in one-ancther and knew_éach cther's copabilities, Ope '
would not advance without the other, This was the direct rosult
of prior training snd use., The success of this overation indicates
that all tfoops Shogld include tank—infantry exercises in unit
" training in order to afford small unit infantry commanders an
oppértﬁnity to become familiar with tank capabilitiss and limi-
fations. The cmployment of armor in the cagture of METZ em-
phasizes tank-infantry teamwork and the degree of cooperation
and coordination between the 5th Infantry Divisicn and the 735th
Pank Battalion, |

This campaign serves to emphaéize the importence of having
ta;ksiavailable within the infrntry divisioﬁ where factors of
terrain and weather precludé the emﬁloyﬁent of armor as a wea.
pon of mass and mdbility, Tanks did not win the battle for METZ,
but in theif supporting role they assisted materially in their
steady advance which shattered a determined defense and wrestoed

this important city from the Germans,



APPENDIX I
' ORDER OF ‘EATTLE
UNITED STATES ORDER OF BATTLE
THIRD ARMY

XX CORPS:
TR

hth Infantry Div,

2nd Infantry Regiment
10th Infantry Regiment
11th Infantry Regiment
735th Tank Battalion

9hth Infantry\Div.

90t'h Infantry Div,

10tk Amored Div,

Ird Gavalry Group

XX Corps Artillery

5th F A Group

L4oth F A Group

195th F A Group

193rd F A Group

III Corps Artillery Ha,
203rd F A Group
204th F A Group

Yth T D Group

XX Corps Engineers

1139th Zngineer Cembat Group
1103rd Engineer Combat Group

GERMAN ORDER OF BATTLE
ABMY GROUP G

First Ammy

UY6ond Volksgrenadier (Mcbilization) Div,
The Fahnenjunkerschuls (0ff Candidate School Regt, vI)
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Stettung type Bns. (no,. unknown) incorp,. intc a
regt, organigzation,. :
1010th Security Regt,

559th Infantry Div,.

1559th Artillery Regt.

416th Infantry Div, (THIONVILLE area)

4164¢h Artillery Regt, (10 batteries)

19th Infantry (Panzer Grenadier) Div,

37th SS Panzer Gren, Div,

Remnants 17 §S Pz, Gren, Div, and remnants 51 S§§ Pz,
Gren, Div,

llth»Panzgr Div,

106th Panzer Brigade (N, of FORST DE CREMEROY)
Remnants of 60 Pz, Div, & a replacement brigade,

1127th Grenadier Regt, (N, of FORET DZ CREMERCY)

38th S S Panger Grénadier Regt,

MSGth'P.‘A; ¥, Battalion (HOT5O AT guns)

lh623¢ Heavy Anti-Tank Bn,

45th Fortress Machine Gun Bn,

Elements of 53rd Fortress Bn,

u}Oompagies Vélksturm

Miscellaneous Units

15th Panzér Grenadier Div,

33rd Engineer Bn,

111th Panzer Brigade

1216th Grenadier Regt.

Combat Group -~ 25th Panzer Gren, Div,
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" Tlements of 119th Panzer--’Grén. Div,

,Bat{;}.e"‘Grqpp';,., 16th Inf anfr& Regh, .

2 Fort}_es? Machine Gun Bns,
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APPENDIX II ©
TERRAIN ANALYSIS OF METZ AREA
WETZ is situstedn the western leg of the SAAR-MOSELLE

TRIANGLE at the convergenee -of -the MOSELLE and SEILLE Rivers, The

‘$errain is dominated by steep heavily wooded hills formed by the

SEILLE, NIED, and other ‘tributary streams of the MOSELLE River, The

| . . i )
aporoach to the area is low gemtle rolling terrain, affording little

or no cover from the dominating ‘terrain to -the -east,

:The MOSELLE River is about one hundred to two hundred yards
wide, with a current of about fifteen feet per second, It is up-
fordable witﬁ steep-baﬁks that fprmxa natural bfeastwork dominated
by the high hills to the east, Combined with the dominating terrain
bo the east, the MOSTLLE River forms one of the finest natural ban-
riers in Europe, -

During~rainy weather the rivers and streams in the area rise
rapidly,. The sandy loam of thé top soil becomes saft and spongy,.
particularly in the lowlands, However, the area will support armor,
except in ver& wet weather, |

During the period 31 October to 30 November 19Uk, the.weather
was predominantly wet and cold, with rain and fog having the upper
hand, The result of this weather coupled with the terrain was ex-
tremely disadvantagecus te troops in the attack, The ground, .epen
in nature, was soggy and eovered with mines, Trafficability was

poor:for both armor and foot trccps, All the streems in the area were

‘flooded, The SIELLE River had risen and overflowed its banks until
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it covered a width of twe hundred. yards, ' This flo0d destroyed most
of the‘reméining bridgeS'and'added to the difficulty of the stream
crossing, which was necessary teo the whole military operation,
There weré many féctors affeeting the action around METZ;:
however, nature affectgd.it,the-most;. Among'the.hatural factors
were the'soggy ground, the miserable weather varying from rgin,-ﬁ?
s}pgt;_to snow, and the. daily haze hamperiné obse;vation,g All of

these added immenselyvto the difficulties of capturing, or reducing,-

the many. fortifications in the area,.

6l



APPENDIX IIT

APPINDIX MO, 13
FIZLD ORDZR NUMBER TWILVE

HQ XX CORPS - 3. Nov LU
AP0 340, US ARMY '

Fo 12

¥APS:  1/100,000 Map of FRANCE

2

3s

3pns Overlay»‘

'a, Annex. 1 e Int.

(1) Third US Army resumes offensive on D-Day at
H Hour to selze the DARMSTADL.-FRANKFURT area,
(2) (a) XII Corps atks en the right (s) f1 of XX
Corps to seize that portion of Army obj
“within its Z, and to assist XX Corps to
isolate and destroy the METZ garrison,
(b) 80 Inf Div (XII Corps) atks to cross SEILLE R
and seize FAULQUEMONT (FALKENBERG)(QL70498)
(¢) 6 Armd Div (XII Corps) passes through brhd of
g0 Inf Div to atk FAULQUEMCNT,
IIT Corps concentrates vie ETAIN
XIX TAC supnorts atk of XX Corps (see Annex 3-Air
Sup*por‘b)

—~ e~
E-gd O
RN

XX Corps atks on D«Day, te encircle and destroy the garrison
of METZ fortified area, and to seize dbrhd over the SAAR R vic
SAARBURG, To reconn01ter in force to seize crossings over the
SAAR R intact, Prepared to resume the atk to the NE,

Trs; Annex 2, Tr List

~D-Day: To be announced

Formation, bdries, and obj; Cpns Overlay
LD; 3EBxisting line of con,

a, 5 Inf div (reinf — Annex 2)

(1) oOn Corps 0, atk to seize high ground (overlay)
making main effort on right (s ) f1 (overlay)

(2) Within % block all routes of withdrawal from
MBTZ and prevent any en reinf of the METZ garrison

(3) Establish and maintain con with 90 Inf Div & XII Corps

(4) Protect brhd over MOSELLE R with minimum force, co-
ordinating with 95 Inf Div for use of one mtz inf bn
of that div for br protection purposes on Corps O,

b, 9% Inf Div (reinf — Annex 2)

(1) On Corps 0, relieve elms of 10 Armd Div containing en
brhd W of MOSELLE R,
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—~

Ce

(o)

(3)

(1)

(5)
®)

In coordination with 90 Inf Div make vigorous demonstra-
tion of crossing MOSELLE R vic UCKANGE, commencing at
1500 hours: on D-Day and continuing for minimum of fifteen
hours, Trs will cross the MOSELLE R during this demon~
stration, Demonstration will build up, and not be per-
mitted to taper off, wtil time of cessation,

In congunctlon with demonstration vic UCKANGE, reduce
en pocket T of MAIZIZRES to the MOSELLE Rg both efforts’
to be so coordinated as to create the indication of a
major atk,

Vigorously contain en within Z, Maintain constant
pressure on en,. and rapidly follow-up any en withdrawal,

On Corps O atk and seize the city of MIETZ,
Be prepared on Corps O to assist 5 Inf Div in protect~

ijon of brs over MOSELLE R with one inf bn, mtz from
95 Inf Div transportation,.

90 Inf Div (reinf —— Annex 2)

(1)

" (2>

(W

(5)

Under cover of darkness, nt of D/DA1, pass through

TF POLK and cross MOSELLE R in vic of KOTNIGSMACHER
(overlay), coordlnatlng with 95 Inf Dlv demonstration
vic UCKANGE, -

Seize high ground (overlay) making main effort on left
(B) fl..

On Corps 0 pass 10 Armd Div, 83 Inf Div (-1 ROT) and
3 Cav Gp (reinf), (in 0 listed) through brhd over
MOSELLE R, ' ~

Within 7 vrevent en withdrawal from METZ area and in
conjunction with 10 Armd Div, prevent en reinf of the
METZ garrison, -

Establish and maintain con w1th 5 Inf Div, 10 Armd Div
and. 83 Inf Div,

10 Armd Div (reinf —— Annex 2) (initially less Div Arty)

(1)

(2)

Upon'relief in 7 containing en brhd, by 95 Inf Div,
move to initial assembly area vic of MARS-Le~TOUR
(overlay), Displace to forward assembly area (to be
designated) on Corps O,

6n Corps O atk through QO Inf Div brhd to seize hlgh
ground.(overlay), making main effort on left (B) fl,
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€.

(3)

(W

(5)

(6)

‘(a) Upon passage through 90 Inf Div brhd re-

“connoiter to SAAR R with one C Comd, to. seize
;intact, erossings over R, from MVRZIG (VQ205935)
(Incl) to the §,
QPriorltles of reconnaissancey

1 MERZIG area

2 PACHTEN (vqe%sus)*mmm@w (vQ275838)

3 SAARLAUTZRY (vQ285800) area

(b) Any brs seized 1ntact will be protected and held

"~ at all costs, -
Prevent en réinf of METZ garrison from the E or NE, and
in .conjuiction with 90 Inf Div, prevent en w1thdrawal
from METZ area,

Establish and maintain con with 90 Inf Dlv, 83 Inf Dlv,'
and elms of -XII Corps.

Protect ¥ fl of Corps,

83 Inf. Dlv.

(1)

(3

. as dlrected

With 1 RCT continue orotect LDXEMBOURG end contain en
in ¥ of 2, Div (-1 RCT) initially remain present
positions, concentrating with maximum secrecy in area
‘to be designated on Gorns 0.

TF POLK (3 Cav Gp reinf), atchd 83 Inf Div, on Corps O,‘
to relieve 330 Inf Regt contalnlng W bank of MOSELLE® R,

On Corps: 0, vmass elms of Corps through SAARBURG brhd

XX Corps Arty (Annex 2 — Tr List),
(1)

(a) 5 FAGp .
Gen support 7 9¢ Inf Div 1n1t1a11y
Reinf 10 Armd Div when Div crosses MOSELLE R,

(v) 40 FA Gp
‘Reinf 90 Inf Div

(c) 195 FA Gp
Gen supvort Z 90 Inf Div and 10 Armd Div,

(4) 193 TA Gp
Reinf 95 Inf Div
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Ee

h, "

X,

(2)

" (e) IIT Corps Arty His .

(1) 203 F& Gp- '
Gen support 7z 5 Inf Div,
(2) - 204 FA. Gp
Reinf 5 Inf Div.

(£) 10 Armd Div Arty,
Gen support 2 90 Inf Div under Gorps control
initially.
Revert to 10 Armd Div prior to Div orossing
MOSELLW R,

(g) 4.1TD Gp (Annex 2 = Tr List)
Gen support Z 90 Int Div

(h) Arty flre plans W1ll Yo planned and coordinated
- with Div Arty Comdrs by Corps Arty Comdr,

Annex 4 — FA

XX Corps Bngrs (Annex 2 — Tr List)

(1)

(2)

(a) 1139 Engr C Gp: ‘Direct support R crossings and
assault opns 9C Inf Div, 10 Armd Div and 83 Inf Div

(v) 1103 Ingr O Gp: Direct support 5 Inf Div,

Annex 5 - Engrs.

3 Gav GP (TF POLX) (Annex 2 — Tr List)

(1)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(%)

Contain en in Z, -securing LD of 90 Inf Div,

Upon assault crossing of 90 Inf Div, assemble vic
EVRANGZ (vP835015) Atchd to 83 Inf Div on Corps 0

Primary mission of all trs is the destruction or

capture of the METZ garrison without the investiture

or seige of the METZ Forts, All leaders are responsible
for maint of aggressive, mbl attltude within their comds

After reaching their objs, all units XX Corps to be
prepared for offensive action to the NE or E,

After reaching their objs, all inf divs (except 83 Inf
Div) to be prepared to furnish one mtz RCT for atchmt
to the 10 AImd Div on Corps O.

Utmost secrecy will be exerted prior to resumption of -

" opns to prevent en knowledge of change in Corps dis-

positions or intentions,
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(5) TLocal bomb line to be furnished by units requesting
close air support,

(6) Upon con with German civilians, non-fraternization
policy to be rigidly enforced, N® civilians will be
permitted to interfere with military opns, Passage
of lines will be sbrlctly prohibited to 2ll civilians,

(M Inf Divs .to thoroughly mOp up areas which they pass

u Adm 0 No 10

5,

Slg Com.

b,

Ce

~~Gﬁrrent 501

Ax Sig Com

. XX Corps:ime— JARNY (VU650635)—AUMETZ (vU700925) THIONVILLE

(VUB60855 ) SAARBURG (wL140130)

95 Inf Divi~-MOYEUVRE GRANIE (vU7‘(O737_).—;- to be reported

90 Inf mv-....zommm (vU838970)~~BOCKANGE (vQoli5720) \

5 Inf I)iv--.—-VILLERS—-SOU&PMY (vU730398 ) LOUVIGNY (vU865l+15)
10 Armd Div ieMARS-1a-TOUR (vussowo)...mxsmom (wQo9TT65)
83 Inf Div: -.—-ZBONT\IEVQIE (vP850111 )mS.AARBUTRC— (wmuowo)

CPs :
XX Corps: — JARNY (vU650635)

95 Inf Div: - MOYEUVRZ GRANDE (vU7'70737)"

90 Inf Divs ~ ZOUTFTGEN (vU838970)
5 Inf Div: w— VILLERS-SOUS-PRENY (VUT30398)

10 Armd Div: ~— MARS.12.TOUR (vU650570)

8% Inf Div: —— VONNEVOIE (vP850111)

d., Rad Transmissions

(1) 44A unitss’ W of MOSELLE transmit only when opnl
necessity exists v :

(2) 5 Inf Div and 95 Inf Div: Norpal
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(3)

)

(5)

(6)

AT

90" Inf Div: Red silence W of MOSELLE; transmissions .
of MOSELLE held to necessary minimum .

10 Armd Divs : When relieved by 95 Inf Div rad silence

W of MOSELLE; transmissions B of MOSELLE held to
nec65sary minimum

83 Inf Div: Red silence for units W of MOSELLE not in-
cony 1lift silence B of R on en con.or Corps O

Corps Trs: Rad 511ence, except Cav and Arty units
remaining in old positions, Lift silence on en con or
Corps 0.

Yo adm traffic to interfere with tactical net opn.

e, Spocial attention to 8ig Security

OFFICIAL

- SNYDER

G 3

s

WALKER
cG
- COLLIER
- : o/s

70



REIMs TO Merz
THIRD ARMY

| W——ana——/i1e o Advinz, A/) ed

3
5
3 3
xR
X
B
N
s 3

%










Rt




